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The Candidates: What’s l&?io$ l%?i& the System ? - 
By JAMES RESTON 

The testimony of history is 
that the American political sys- 
tem works fairly well. Johnson. 

Eisenhower years it did not 
find and develop an impres- 
sive young second team. In fact, 
the three most impressive Re- 
publicans to operate in the 
Washington executive in the 
last decade-Secretary of De- 
fense McNamara, Secretary of 
Health, Education and Welfare 
Gardner, and White House aide 
McGeorge Bundy - were all 
ignored by Eisenhower and 
brought to Washington bv the 
two - Democratic - Presidents, 
Kennedy and Johnson. 
The Democrats 

life too severe, and this conclu- 
sion still stands today. 

The cost of political cam- 
paigning, of course, is a factor, 
but it can be overcome. After 
all, the two men who are sup- 
posed to be leading the race 
- Nixon and Humphrey - 
started in politics with less 
cash than any of the others, 
with the possible exception of 
George Wallace, who is making 
a virtue out of his comparative 
poverty. 

The polls illustrate @he un-2; 
certainty. Nixon was condemn-“-3 
ing them only a few days ago ..: 
when they showed (him running. :I 
behind: now ‘he is‘ restkig his ,d: 
case on Dr. Gallup’s latest,% 
sample, v,!hich says he fs run- ? 
ning ahead. f ,. 1. * ,e 
The Violqce X. 
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Kennedy, Eisenhower, Truman 
and Roosevelt may not all rank 
among the great American 
presidents, but compared with 
the postwar leaders of other 
leading nations, they rank quite 
high. 

Nevertheless, this consoling 
thought is not enough to cover 
up the deep dissatisfaction in 
the nation today with the men 
the system has thrown up to 
the top in 1968. Not one of 
them expected a few Years aeo 
to find himself where he is %I 
the Presidential race right now. 
All expected the system to 
bring new young leaders to the 
pinnacle and this has not hap- 
pened, except perhaps in the 
case of the tragic Kennedys. 
The Republican Puzzle 

The case of the Republican 
party lis a puzzle. Though a 
minority party, it must still 
command the allegiance of well 
over half the lawyers of the 
nati’on and maybe as much as 
two thirds of the remarkable 
company of world-minded busi- 
ness men who have emerged 
since the war. 

It has suffered under the 
disadvantage of being out of 
power for 28 of the last 36 
years, but even in the eight 

John Kennedy did ‘make an 
effort to create a “ministry of 
talents,” but not much grew 
up in the shade of Lvndon 
Johnson. He came to the “White 
House with the reputation of a 
“master politician” - actually 
he was mere1y.a master parlia- 
mentarian-but he did not at- 
tract or retain many brilliant 
young minds and clung mainly 
to the familiar and comfortable 
men of his own generation. 

This is a subject that has 
attracted observers of the 
American political scene since 
deToqueville. and Lord Bryce, 
who asked why our best men 
do not go into politics? Brvce 
thought in the iineteenth ckn- 
tury that the attractions of 
commercial life in America 
were too great and the de- 
mands and penalties of political 

It may be that part of the 
explanation for our present 
plight is that we are not eivinz 
young men top Cabinet post: 
as we did in the very early 
days of the Republic. Johnson’s 
and even Kennedy’s cabinet 
was much older than Jeffer- 
son’s, and today the Republi- 
cans w-e rejecting men like 
John Lmdsay, Senator. Mark 
Hatfiekl-and Senator Charles 
Percy as’ being too new and 
inexperienced. 

The uncertainty and brutality 
of American, politics, however. 
are probably the main reasons 
why so many talented men 
avoid the struggle. Even when 
they got close to the top: Nixon, 
and Humphrey were not used 
in the VicerPresidency to the 
full measure of their talents, 
and Humphrey now feels him- 
self trapped by loyalty to the 
man who gave hiq the job. 

The preparation for the Dem.? ; 
ocratic convention in ChicagG; z 
explains a lot more. Fifteo& 
thousand soldiers. nolice an&Z 
Federal agents have been rnobiz$$ 
lized to protect the candidate~“~ 
and delegate‘s, who will gathe$$ 
to vote under what is c.aIle@$ 
a democratic system. Two Ken+,< 
nedys have been killed in the?% 
political tumult. President J&&d 
son has withdrawn ia the -4 
of stopping the demonstratio&$ 
and unifying &party, &d thq 5 
demonstrations g$ on; and t!b$ 2 
outlook is for *re until t& * 
final vote in N$~eniber. ma 

It is hard to believi,’ in thci 
face of all this, @at somethin@ 
is not deeply fnong with ~II&? 
system, despite all its achiev@ 
ments of the pa@ Ahd if aftek 
all the dissenting czitioism ol!$ 
the last few monehg the resule 
is a race. between ‘Nizon an&* 
Humphrey, the disencl&ntme& 
of the young and the poor@$$ 
make the problem’of governin.@ 
even more diffidnlt than t$.f“ 
problem of getting elected. 


